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The Ab of Dryden.
Not to leave out anything which the

JKoat meticulous reader may miss seems
9be a lcadini object with tlio editors of
ilio Ccmbrliluc UMoru of KnoHat Ultra.
fVre (Putnains), of which tho eighth
volume, the Age of Druilen. Is the latest.
The fiiinimcnt of this purpose tends
tnoro to completeness tluiii to rcudable-noe- s.

'Die contributors havo taken pains,
doubt lets under instruct iotiH, to remember
"quite unmemorublo persons. Thero Is
.even n whole chapter on "Tho Progress of
-- ioltneo,'' which is of questionable rele-
vancy to the history of English literature
properly although undoubtedly
the development of physics in Charles
il.'n time, due in pnrt to that clever
monareh's own Intelligent curiosity on
The subject which had much to do with
he founding of the. Koyal Society, had

more influence on poetry, especially upon
those whom Johnson curiously called the

--"metaphysical pools," most especially
Cowley and Donne, than it hos had on
'any subsequent period of English poetry.
The chapter on "Divines of tho Church
of Midland" may win to soma readers

negligible, mul may recall Talno's
remark, not I'm remark
in his "History," that to read tho English
"rnions of tin seventeenth century ono
must either Imj 11 critic, by profession or
experience a zealous desire In Ret his
soul Hived, tu lacl, though Harrow and
Tilloteon und Sliet'.oek mid tho rest are
not to bo compared in poetical sensibility
to Jeremy Taylor and George Herbert
'of a preceding generation, nor in stutoli-nes- s

and fcremllncss ol rhetoric to tlielr
own Trench contemporaries. Itoesuct and
Hourdaloii", their works Ioiik itlusted
theni?lvcs, wen' current end familiar
throughout tho whole of the eighteenth
century, and ecn well into tho nine-
teenth, aw is seen by Senator Hoar's
pralie, in hi autobiography, of the ser-
mons of Robert South as models of Eng-
lish ntyle

Without question Dryden is the typical
.writor of tho period and i. entitled to give
his name to the li'crary age, "an ago of
prose and ic.isoii, an Matthew Arnold
calls It in contradistinction to the pre-
ceding 121lzalo:huti ago of poetry and
genius'. Diyden h'ts been so much and
so well written about, from Johnson to
Arnold, that Dr. Ward's task in endeav-
oring to sjy touioHling about him which
rhould bo ticgotiobly new as well as essen-
tially true, was pirtlcularly dlflicult.
Ho has discharged himself of it very well
He mint bo a spocialist in Dryden, who
loos not tlnd enough of novelty in this

discussion to Interest htm, while the
verisimilitude of tho poi trait commends
itself to readers In proportion to their
familiarity with tho original. There Is
occasionally a stroke of affectation in
the diction, es when we load that "it
would not servo any purpose to dwell upon
the general morigcntion of Dryden."
Probably not, but the opinion would be
more convincing if delivered like a man
of this world. Such freaks are, however,
rare, and the reader's attention is not
often diverted from the matter to tho
manner. Tho narrative part U will and
cloarly done; the critical often acute and
f.uggestive. Dryden "s gift, long ago em-

phasized, and in its degree peculiar to
him among English poets, of "arguing
in verse," Is clearly brought out Ab6o-l?-

and Achitophel." says the commenta-
tor, is written "after tho fashion of a

parliamentary orator," who shows
"a consciousness of tho possibility that
the political situation may change." This
consciousness tends to candor, and it
is unjust to Dryden to call him a trimmer
because he has tho candor and also the
penetration to perceive what Ie to be said
on the other side, qualities which indeed
make him all the more formidable as a
controversialist The flnal word about
Dryden. in all his manifestations, seems
to be tht which Dr Ward quotes from
a previous critic He "had a sovereign
intellect but a subject will." All the
Fame, it is as impossible to conceive tho
age of Dryden without Dryden as the
Ulisabethan drama without Shakespeare.
It is truer of him than it was of Goldsmith,
in tho languarco of Johnson's epitaph,
that "there was hardly any kind of writ-
ing which he did not touch, and that he
touched nothing which ha did not adorn."
English verse. English prose, English
drama, woild one and all hive been
weaker and less interesting in his genera-
tion and In tho generation following but
tor him, in spito of his tergiversation and

'
his "inorigerallon" of which the very
bathos is quoted hero:

lion v 111 sweet Ovid's irtioat tie pleated to bear
Hl fame augmented by an Kiisllsh peer.

The change in the Kngllsh drama from
before the Puritan until ufter tho Resto-ratio- n,

like all tha other literary manifes-
tations of tho period, has loen often
treated boforo. Hut readers most famil-
iar with the previous writings on the sub-
ject will llnd interesting tho three chap-
ters on "The Restoration Drama," which
have Iweu respectively contributed by
Prof. Schelling of tho University of
Pennsylvania Mr, Wlilbloy and Mr.
Hirtholemew. The essential distinction
between the drama of tho Restoration
mid tho drama before the Rebellion is
that tho former was n popular and tho
latter, so to speak, an official drama.
The phyers or Shakespeare's time were
for the most part what in modern theatri-
cal slang would Imj known na "barnstorm-
ers," Strollers or domiciled, they had to
meet tho popular demand as strictly as
a modern theatrical company haH to do,

fter tho Restoration tho drama was a
fashionablo function, an appendage of
"society" und In tho first place) of that
heart of socloty which was tho court.
Hence came all tho subordinate differ-
ences between tho plays and tho play-
wrights of the two periods. Shake-
speare is taken nut of tho competition by
tho genius which Isolated him. But Urn
difference between the common run of
Elizabethan dramatists aud their suc-
cessors of the next generation but on
was mainly a difference in the require-
ments of their audiences, a matter of sup-
ply and demand. The drama was Gal-
licized, eo far as It was because it bad
been first officialized. The appeal was
no longer to tho poople hut to the fash-
ionablo circle,

Dryden in ono of his momenta of
"morigeration" had the face to lay it
down that "tho court" was the only place
irorn which sound criticism was to tie

In fact the influence exerted
by Mich a court us was that of Diaries the
Second was destructive to the morality
of the Engluh stage, which, as Macaulay
has pointed out was essentially quite
tound when the populace was tho
tribunal to whkh the drama appealed,
and equally injurious to its intellec-lita- l

seriousness Instead of holding
tho mirror up lo nature it reflected the
lutiflciuiities and conventions of the set
of tophl-'- l a. rii peoplo to whom 11 rub-milte- d

it It lor judgment. And this
equally m tMgedy and romedy. Dr,
Via. J fa; i. rry Uvulj , ct the "ucrviu

tragedies of Dryden: "Their themcs,andthoroughnoss,iiawellashlBacuteness,T
like thoso of herolo poetry und fiction In are very agreeably so, No reader at all
general, are tho 'emprises' and conflicts Interested In Its subject matter can fall
of Absorbing human passions, love, jeal
ousy and honor, all raised to a trans- -

normal height and expressed with trons--

normal Ititensttv. Their men and women
are, If tho term may bo thus applied, no reader of so omnivorous a curiosity I

'supermen' nnd 'superwoincn,' and their, Unit he will be Interested .in all the con-mast- er

passions nre nierlovo nnd super-- 1 tents of this volume, any moro than thero
honor," The Influence or tho Spanish Is any who sits down to road an encyclo-- 1

comedy ujion tho drama of the Restora- - j p,rdla "through." Hut every reader,
non nas ocen insisieu upon irom me nine , Having paid his attention to the History 01
of Walter Scott's edition of Dryden, j what he considers literature during tho
Prof Schelling goes Into this question ago of Dryden, must have somo sntisfao-wit- h

great .thoroughness nnd in minute 1 ion In the consciousness that if he should
and laborious detail aud reaches the j over havo n curiosity about the residuary
conclusion that tho Spanish comedy, "tho , parts of the volume he has at hand the
comedv of cloak and sword." was larcelv means of iiMsimplnir the mime. The editor
imported into England by way of France, j

I and thut in any caso "HpniiMi Influence i

was soon eclipsed by that of Franco." .

what, however, the phraso "drama of the j

Restoration" calls up to the ordinary'
reader is not tho tragedies of Dryden or
l,eo or Otwuy, nor the Spanish or other

I
comedies the generally forgotten outhors
of which nre so conscientiously enumer
ated by Professor Bohelllni:, but the
comedies of W'yeherly, Congreve, Van-brug- h

and Furquhar, the "comlu drama-
tists" whose works were reprinted und
edited by Eeigh Hunt, whoso republication
furnished tho text for Maeauluy's article,
which is so much better known than any
other publication on the subject .

To go over again ground once traversed
by the most popular of reviewers Is as
discouraging a task as to undertake to
rewrite one of Johnson's "I.Ives," in the

i fact of which latter undertaking several
of the contributor to this volume, notably

, the authors of the chapters on Dryden
' and Rutler, exhibit a becoming sliume-- I
faeedliess. To be sure, Joluison lias

I also written about Congrrvo, by no means
one of tho best of the "Elves," though It
was not in this sketch but in u tall; re-

corded Ipy Iloswell that he made tho
ruther fatuous assertion of the superiority

j of u description in "Tho Mourning Hride"
over anything of the same kind In Shake-sttear- o,

an unlucky assertion which Pen-- I
dermis aud Warrington employed to dis-

credit Johnson as a critic to the umazed
i Col. New-come-, and which Mr. Whibley,
the author of the chupter on tho "t'oniio
Dramatists," does not hesitate to cite to
tho same effect. The chapter is an ad
mirable one, perhaps the most readable
in the book excepting the same author's
chapter on the "Court Poets," Mr
Whibley has the enviable power of retro- -

jeei.ug uimseii iuiu mo iwruxi uoom M10tvSH(,s since the playwright's death
which ho is writing, a power wldch is h hv lcv,,r jov ,)uring hl
worth so much more than the laborious lr,, (, (h ((jlt. , tlon. ,llflt tilt.ir KUCCeifi
collation of documentary evidence about j wll , ,.,ms,i(erubl degree u "success
it when the question Is of understanding. nt wtt(,,." They gained the stage, in
His enthusiasm about Congrrvo goes i Kri.m t,,lr, , enMi liv r,,n0 f the curl-fa- r

to make oven tho unsympathetic .itv (jf pU.vgoiiig public us to what
reader comprehend Congrevo's content. j.j, llf vuyH , w),0 ,ad lel their
norary vogue. Of Mrs, Mlllamant in ! author's kind of life would be likely to
"Tho Way of the World" the critic says;
"Sho is no profile painted up on pa(er nnd
fitted with tags. Her creator has made
her in three dimensions " A creation
which makes this impression upon a
modem of two hundred years and moro
later must surely bo moro than most
readers suppose. Mr. Hartholr mew. who
writes tho third chapter of tho "Restora-tio- n

Drama," has an ungrateful task, for
Otwuy and Leo and the rest of the "heroic
dramatists," Drydan alone, excepted,
aro for the present generation dead be-

yond the hope of resuscitation, much
more effectively dead than tho authors
of the court comedies.

In the chapter on "The Court Poets"
Mr Whibley shows the same sympathetic
comprehension or the same oompre-hensi- e

sympathy as in the chapter on
the comic dramutibts. '1 hat is u say,
he comnrehends much and h nardons

' all among those looie lyrists. It remains
rather a puzzlo why he puts Rochester
so much ubove the rest of those lasclve
rioters, unless it be agum sympathy for
the one of them who did not base tiim-t-

purge sack und live cleanly. Quito
notoriously tho ascriptions of the lyrics
of the Restoration are likely to be incor- -
rect, the "fame" their w riters sought
being exclusively recognition within their
own social circle. Almost as often us not
verses ascribed to one "orso:i of quality"

'are as likely to have been written by
another. The internal evidence of style

. can be Invoked only in the caso of a writer
lot marked individuality, und no ono of
I tho court poets had enough of tliat to
' identify his verses. .Rochester no moro
than half a dozen others from whom
to the ordinary reader he is Indistinguish-
able. Hut the chapter Is unfalllnglv

' Interesting nil the. same.
Tho "legal literature" of tho Restora

tion, as of most other periods, will strike
the lay reader as not literature at all,
and Prof. Hearnshaw's chapter upon it
is misplaced in the present volume. Vet
it is in fact a rapid and masterly sketch
of tho development of the common law
to nnd through tho rplgn of Charles II.
That was not a barren period in which
Sir Matthew Hale and Selden flourished,
and which saw a persistent and success-
ful struggle to mako uso of the royal neces-
sities to limit the royal prerogative, The
habeas corpus act, it ought not to be for-
gotten, is technically "31 Chas, II., p. I."
One of tho most sensible acts of the Long
Parliament was tho resolution, taken in
lftiO, that English instead of dog I.utln and
dog French should be the language of
the law. Up to that time Latin was sup-
posed to be the language of the reoords
and French of the pleadings. Prof . Hearn-sha- w

gives a specimen of the barbarous
canlnlty Into which each had degenerated.
A man was solemnly indicted "quia

vuccnm apud watermlll," and
the Chief Justice "fuit assault la enndemno
pur felony quo puis son condemnation
Ject un brickbat quo narrowly mist," in
which statement, you will observe, dog
French is complicated with spelling re-
form. After tho Restoration, naturally,
any precedent set under tho Hebcllfon
was sure of being overthrown, and records
and pleadings reverted to their respective
jargons for soverul generations morn.

In a Cambridge history of English
literature ono would expect a more vol-
uminous exposition than in h history
originating unywhere else of the "Pla-tonis- ta

and Lntitudinurlans" of the seven-
teenth century, One is not disappointed
One would expect, or perhups rather
appreheud, in any history an exhaustive
discussion of "Tho Diarists," though such a
discussion can hardly attract readers
who aro not alreudy readers of Evelyn
und Tepys, and to such readers will bo
largely Miperflous. A chapter which could
not be foreseen excepting ,y readers of
the previous volumes is Prof. Suintbury's
"Prosody of the Seventeenth Century,"
In conjunction with previous chupters,
and with the subsequent chapters which'
may bo expected, this will Torm a complete
and connected history of EuglisJi versiil-catio- n,

well worthy of the separate publi-
cation for which it may be assumed to bo
destined Little systematic attention lm
been paid to the subject heretofore It
is one with which tho author Is peculiarly
fitted to deal. His omniscience is uot
disagreeably in evMfOve, while I4j rulkmc

to read It with pleasure and profit,
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The scheme of the book, as has been
Mlggestod, Involves tho introduction of
much skioiiable mntter. 'Hi pre In nerhnnrt

must be praised for keeping Ills "wild
team" of contributors so well together,
or, to vary tho figure, in conducting an
orchestra composed of ambitious soloists
to so harmonious u result. There is unor- -

teutons bibliography of a hundred pages,
over a sixth of the volume, nnd thero is a
copious Index of thirty pages more. It is
n book mostly worth reading and alto
gether worth having.

Oarar Vllu.
Mr Aimirit Rankomi: hud already

made Kotno reputation as nurrator and
as critic by his study of Poe when it was
put Into his heart to write Oacar H'iWc,
ft Crilicat Study (Mitchell Itennerley).
On the good Emersonian principle that
"what attracts my attention shall have it,"
he was perfectly entitled to choose hU
own subject for a second critical study,
and it is idle to quarrel with his choice,
however much one may bo persuaded
that he might have uced tho time and
thought tho study cost him to better
udvuntugo. Thero are even eletnents of
felicity in tho selection. Thero is un-

doubtedly more curiosity now than there
was during Wilde's lifetime about his
intellectual endowment and his intellec-
tual achievement. He described himself
as primarily "u poet." His poetry has
been longer than any other literary work
of his before un impartial public, which
has and Irrevocably ns It seems,
that If In- - was a poet at ull, with his

of old subjectsund hls'stretched
metro of an antique song" even In new
ones, he was very minor. His con-
sciously subtle and highly sophisticated
prose, for the most part fugitive and
ephemeral in Its purpose, has even fewer
itl.'tn.'titte of linn nnmtfir tlmn ftin vnrurt

.The plays lire "tho thing." They have had

produce and in some part held it by the
sume extrinsic attraction.

Doubtless there was something in
tlini: a continuance or thut rattling
interchange of quips which animates the
comedies of Shakespeare and has con-tinui- xl

through Congreve and his
in the next century and

through Sheridan in thut still following
to furnish the staple of the British "so-

ciety dr.iniu " All but "Salome," which
holds of a qtiitn different tradition und
which is a melodrama written, as tho
present critic is lain to own, in rather
luhyMi Trench, and owing Its whole
force to tho directness with which it
preents an extremely grisly situation.
The exroptlon whicli this constitutes
among Vild's plays is constituted among
his pooni" by tho "Ballad of Reading
Jail." in which his prison life is presentel
with a crude in as strong con-

trast as possible to the imitative and
sophisticated execution of tile verse
upon which ho prided himwlt so much
inoii', but which makes nothing like
so strong an appeal, even to the
cultivated and fastidious readers to
whom his npttoal commonly lay. The
preciosity of his prose wo as much
ugaiust its effect us the preciosity of his
verso when ho had anything In view-beyon-

tho weaving of verbal
His biographer flatters him by

Imagining that Wilde's "urbane" und
roundabout method of conducting his
controversies with his critics gavo them
acute pain. But thero is no evidence, to
that effect, nnd it Is very unlikely. Swin-
burne, whose polemical "note," to lie
sure, was by no means urbanity, once
wrote a volume. "Under the Microscope,"
for tho express purpose of giving pain
to Rols-r- t Buchanan. But it Is inconceiva-
ble that it inflicted so much pain upon
that blustering Scotchman us was in-

flicted by Edmund Yates's blunt accusa-
tion of Ingratitude: "I bought him bread
for his stomach and sulphur for his kick."

Wilde was a brilliant scholar at Oxford,
who might, by mero conformity to the
cloistered world, have attained almost
any academical distinction, together with
nn assured livelihood. Nobody who met
him in riper years could see him as a don.
He could not see himself in that capacity.
It seems quite a deliberate choice he made
of seeking in London a more sensational
success. Whatever lie did he hud to mnke
his living by. He could not, liko tho
Bunthorne that Gilbert modelled ufter
him," "bo content to exist beautifully"
without first making sure how ho was to
exist ut all, A born poseur, he took up
tho poso of nstheticlsm, dressed tho
part, nnd attracted enough attention to
make it worth while for Du Mnurler to
caricature him in Punch and for Gilbert
to wenvo "Patience" about him. But this
notoriety was not yet of nn incomo
producing kind. "There was nothing
in It " According to Mr. Ran some, it
was D'Oyly Carte, whodeslrcd ruther than
expected nn American success for "Pa-tlenc-

equal to its English success, who
sent Wildo to America to show the Ameri-
cans what the English were laughing at.
Ills biographer says in extenuation that
although "he wnnted the money" he "was
able to persuado himself that he had
really been chosen to represent the ae-
sthetic movement to tho American peoplo
on nccount of his book of poems." Non-
sense! His poems were unknown to the
American peoplo until his fantastlo per-
sonality brought them into demand. Ho
came to market his notoriety, his notori-
ety us a butt. Ho emtio as the Postlo-thwai- te

of Punch, the Bunthorne of ,"

On his arrival in New York he announced
htsdlsnppolntmeiit with thoAtlnntlo ocean
which moved the HI. .lame HmeHt to oh-ser-

that "a great calamity hud befallen
a considerable body of water," Having
delivered himself of tills sentiment nnd
informed the custom house officers that lie
had nothing to declare but his genius,
h disuppcuicd from tho ken of the ro
porters for twentyfour hours or no. Tim

I evening of his llrst day on shore was in
tuct spent ut lite Merchants Club in
Leonard street at dinner of eight given
by William Heuty Hurlbert. who justly
concluded that nobody would think of
pursuing the research of iho irsthetn to
UiaI ickvi I. X tviuurkullu dimi.T n VUMt

of which only three of the convives
survive. The live others wero the host
and the guest of honor, William M.
Evarts, William C. Whitney and Sam
Ward. Tho guest of honor was dresaed
like other people except for his long hair,
Ida kneo breeches and buckles und his
silk stockings. Ilia countennnco was
distinctly repulsive by reason of his thick,
loose and lolling uudcrllp. Out he
promptly lived it down with his talk.
Occasionally he flew a mild paradox,
but the staple of his contributions to the
conversation wan what Disraeli called
"anecdotnge." It was agreed by his
commensals that they had never met n
better storyteller in his quiet and un-

demonstrative way, without any nttempt
at mimicry and depending largely for his
effect upon tho verbal niceties which lie
concooted or quoted. It was during this
visit Uiat, nt the instigation of Hurlbert,
he contributed to the World a signed
notice of the first nppearanco of "tho
Jersey Lily," whoso advent shortly sue
ooeded his own, n notico rhapsodizing
over tho beauty of the newcomer and
prudently ignoring her histrionic claims.

Tho story of Wilde's life and of the
suddenness with which It was changed
from light comedy to ghastly tragedy
Is very well told by Mr. Ransomv, told
nt once plainly and discreetly. As for
the criticism, it seems sufficient to say
that It produces throughout the effect
of Inflation, of exaggeration. It is of
u minuteness which would tieflt n subject
several sIjjch larger than tho actual sub
Ject. To turn from tho criticism to tho
works It Is about, mainly elegant trifles,
Is to experience a sudden sense of shrink-
age. No man's life was crossed by Wilde's
without experiencing n change." This
Is qulto absurd, If meant in any other
sense than that In which would bo true
of any human being, and It Is a specimen
of the manner in which tho whole dls- -
cusslon Is keyed up. There is n remark

I of Wilde's own, quoted hero, which Is
I moro to tho purpose both as literary
and as personal criticism than nil tho
excessive seriousness with which Mr. Ran-som- e

takes him nnd his works. "What
the paradox was to mo In tho sphere of
thought, perversity became to mo In
the realm of passion." It seemed like
breaking a butterfly on a wheel for Brit-
ish justice to lay its heavy hand upon
this sportive and icrverse paradoxer.
Really, it seems almost like breaking
him on a wheel afresh to bring this seri- -

' otisness of analysis and consideration
to his Intellectual gymtions. To bo

as tho original of Postlo-thwait- e,

the original of Ilunthorne, may
not le an ambition of much dignity; but
It is tho pleasantest and most harmless
remcmhranoo that can Imj retained of

l Oscar Wilde. It is likely to bo also the
inosir enduring.

A Studr of Sump Imminent Scoundrels.
Mr. Charles Whiblkt is to be felici-

tated upon his livelv and edifyitig studies
in a phase ot artistic endeavor which,
in this degenerate uge, bus been vulgnr-- ,
ized by its craftsmen and robbed of its

' undent honor and distinction tlirough the
I spirit of carping bourgeois morality und
hypocrisy into which we are sunk. In
A Rim! of Seoundrcl (E P Dutton t
Co.) Mr. Whibley discloses himself as a
connoisseur of tho delicate art of thievery
in its various branches of highway rob-
bery, pocket picking, housebreaking nnd
the like. He brings to the task of properly
appreciating nnd estimating the Michel-
angelo, the Shakespeare and tho Velas-
quez of a most ancient art the nice dis-
crimination, the sprightly wit mid the de-
lightfully unmoral pagan spirit of art for
art's sake necessary for its happy ac-
complishment. The contemplation of
this art, tin study of its basiu principles,
of the manifestations of genius in its ex-
ponents, is not for the serious minded,
the purjoseful seekers after "culture "

Let those good souls continue to haunt
the Louvre anil the Prado, armed with the
volumes which give infallible recipes for
a correct understanding of masterpieces.
To appreciate the brilliant workmanship
of n master of housebreaking or a Paga-ni-

of pocket picking, ono must bottle up
a New England conscience even moro
securely than for the enjoyment of a
performance of "Salome." Thero must
be no shuddering at bloodshed, no In-

trusion of old fashlonvd scruples as to the
sacredness of property, Ruther you must
view the ierfornianco with the squint
of the wlclder of the brush and consider
critically, Was it necessary? Was it
prettily done, consistently done, without
bungling or grossness?

These are the tests of artistic excellence,
Nuturally the true genius of villainy
handles his talent with restraint. Wanton
crime, unnecessary murder, rapacious
robbery, are revolting to his delicate sen-
sibilities, The shining ornaments of the
profession of highway robbery, tliat most
picturesque branch of the art w aro con-

sidering, never approached a lady with-o- ut

a compliment, never robbed hex of
her sentimental trinkets, never left a gen-tlem-

on the road with funds insufficient
to carry him to his destination in comfort,
and never molested the slender pocket of
tho fioor man. Mr. Whibley expounds nil
the rules andconslderatlonswhlch should
govern this branch of connolssetirshlp,
ills researches havo made him something
of nn Iconoclast. He is desirous ubove all
things to see justice meted out to all, and
takes a pride In displaying tho clay feet
of certain idols in roguery whose facility
for enabled them to
dupo the unthinking into exalting them
above abler and tnodoster men. These
wero the playboys, the braggarts who
boasted of deeds they had not the courage
to perform.

Thero was James Maolalne, who has
been honored, most unjustly, as Mr.
Whibley thinks, with tho title of "Gentle-
man Highwayman." Ho woe tho idol of
tho eighteenth century, the spoiled dar-lin- g

of fashion of the age, yet tho truth
about him, 'we are told, Is that a meaner,
more white livered croaturo never lived.
Far from being a gentleman and a man of
courage, he was u middle class provincial,
who woro his clothes liko a valet dressed
in his master's finery, and whose most
daredevilish exploit consisted in holding
horses' heads while an accomplice

the delicate task of obtaining the
purses. Even in his historic encounter
with the great Wolpolo, ujion which Ids
fame la based, he committed the unpur-donahl- e

solecism of discharging his pistol
at the head ot an innocent man. M,
Whibley holds that such a breach of good
form, an act of impulse which undoubt-
edly disclosed the true nature of tho

artist, ought to have disgraced tiie
KTotrutor for life, and further, thut the

fulsome letter of apology which followed
it, protesting that if the unmannerly pistol
shot hud proved fatal there was another
waiting for Macluine himself, would ueter
have made a ripple in the talk of the town
If it hud not Ws--n for WuIoIu'h wit when
hu replied: "Can I do lees than tuty I will
he hanged If hu is?" Macluine blundered
at the great opportunity of his life, but his
approach to death was even more pitiably
luaitUtlc. Thero waa uotUUiji in It to

i

1912.

.... . - ..su pport tne uoast oi tne nooieman
said m i ,i muiBfctors

cUtlonZiFSmt? test
of artistry." as Mr. Whibley calls it. has
been the cause of n blot on moro than ono
almost flawlessly consistent reputation,
but few havo come to it so cringingiy as
Mnclalne. Tho majority havo erred only
in the finer points of behavior, have been
betrayed into nothing more serious than
an overtouch of bravado or the bromld- -

Ism of n twenty, fourth hour conversion,
But Maclaine whined and shuffled like the
coward ho was. Tliat was two centuries
ago, but It is pleasant to think that even
at this lato date the distinguished title
of "Gentleman Highwayman" has been
snatched owny from so unworthy t.1id

it claimant.
Inevitably Mr. Whibley finds Iinpplness

only In contemplating the post, especially
the Augustlnlan age of Uie seventeenth
century, when it was something of an
honor to lie robbed by a master hand, nnd
when noble ladles showered their favors
on Imprisoned kings of the road. Follow-ln- i

thoso wonderful days came the epoch
of tho pickpocket, and after it tho reign
of housebreaking, which In its tincture
of vulgarism foreshadowed tho decline
which was to come. Nono of the arts are
In so sad a condition to-da- y as this time
honored one which came into existence
with tho beginnings of property holding.
Tho supporter of classic tradition may
rail at the modernism which produces
music without melody, pictures tliat you
think must surely by mistake liavo been
hung upside down nnd novels that are
sociological tracts embellished with ob-

servations of the clinic, but your sym-
pathy does not rush out to him as to Mr.
Whibley. who, awaking from his dreams
of a tlmo when highwaymen
went forth to rob In the splendor of a
conch and four, looks ulxmt him and sees
the honor of .ho profession resting on the
shoulders of sober gentlemen who from
the prosala stronghold of a mahogany
furnished office conduct commonplace
depredations upon the hoard of the widow
und the rural parson.

In thit glorious century of English
history which followed tho defeat of the
Armada the achievements of British
highway robbers reached u point of brill-
iancy never lieforo attained nnd sluoe
tliMi unequalled. James Hind, whom
Mr. Whibley capably selects us the Mas-

ter Thief of England, the Virgil of tho
Pad, wus born in IAIN. His genius was of
tho miperlativo order which seems to pos-

sess Intuitively the facility which the less
generously endowed acquire only ufter
11 1 lent study. His first encounter with
a traveller was marked by all the polish
and bonhomie which afterward Itecamo
synonymous with his name. He wus llttlo
more than a boy when participation in
a drunken brawl necessitated his first
night In jail. This trifling event proved
to 1)0 one of the happiest circumstances of
his life, for it brought him to tho attention
of Rols?rt Allen, a highwayman of very
considerable talents and ubility. Saga-
cious and observing, Allen quickly de-

tected the promise of his fellow prisoner,
and upon their release gave him his first
opportunity to prove his natural aptitude
for the trade. Tho young lad, ouly re-

cently released from tho drudgery of a
butcher's apprentice, was detailed to hold
up it traveller on Shooter's Hill. "Thore
wns no falter in his voice, no hint of inex-
perience in his manner," Mr. Whibley says,
"when he shouted the Inttlo cry, 'Stand
and deliver!' Tho horseman, fearful of
his life, instantly surrendered a purso of
ten sovereigns, as to the most practised
asssilant on tho road. Whereupon Hind,
with a flourish of ancient courtesy, gave
him twenty shillings to bear his charges.
'Tlii,' said he, 'is for handsale sake"; and
thus they pirted In mutual compliment
and content."

Hind never departed from the
method of hU Initial effort. HU

aim was always for
and more perfect artistry. Success und
the incense of the populace, thoso pitfalls
of greatness, which in his case reached a
point where It was a distinction to have
been robbed by the master und where Inno-
cent persons were happy if they could in-

vent an Ingenious enough account of tlieir
own victimizing to accord with his repu-
tation, left hiKhtud unturned. He became
neither reckless nor overrapacious. His
delitht was to uso his strength in behalf
of the oppressed and to outwit the miser
and the usurer. He was, Mr. Whibley
savs, both n philosopher and a humorist.
"Disgrace not yourself for small sums,
but aim high, and for great ones," was
his favorite maxim: "the least will bring
you to the gallows." He was both re-

sourceful nnd versatile. He could match
the texts of a Roundhead with apt quota-
tions from the pronouncements of the
wisest of men, or he could deliver to a
cultivated and fat pursed traveller on
elegant and eloquent oration on the
philosophy of gold. A complete recital
of exploits which demonstrated the readi-
ness of his wit would fill u good sized
volume. One line morning, sallying forth
in quest of adventure, ho came upon two
gentlemen's servants and relieved them
of a neut sum. Riding forward he over-
took a parson considerably fuddled from
a convivial wedding celebration. "Sir,"
said Hind to that worthy, "1 am closely
pursued by robbers. You, I dare swear,
will not stand by and see mo plundered,"
and ho quickly thrust his pistol into the
hand of tho holy man, bidding him tire at
tho first comer, while he, Hind, would
hurry for assistance. Presently the two
plundered servants came along and the
(arson, mindful of the Injunction given
him, fired wildly and flung the pistol in
the face of one of t he newcomers, "Thus,"
says Mr. Whibley, "tho parson of the parish
was drugged before the magistrate, while
Hind, before his dupe could furnish on
explanation, hud placed many a mile bo
tween himself und his adversary."

Tills truly remarkable man, in common
with many of his calling, was a stanch
supporter of the Stuurts. Nothing gave
him so much pleasure as to trim a Round
head. His repututlon as a devoted royal
ist, however, does not rest sololy upon his
proclivity toward plundering Oliver's fol
lowers, a circumstance which might eas
lly be attributed to professional enthusi
asm. He fought with the Stuart forces in
Scotland and with the future Charles II.
ut the liattlo of Worcester, where ho was
wounded and captured by the army of the
commonwealth, lie wus tried for treit,
son, hung, drawn and quartered, and his
remains lined to decorate tho walls of the
city of Worcester in the pleading fashion
of that uge. Sentimentalists will perhaps
rejoice that this dashing hero, who wont
to tho gallows us guyly im he ever ap.
proHched a lady's couch, died In tho ser-vic- e

of tho cavuller king, but from u more
judicial Mint of view It Is rather to be
legnnmi. ,s mt vtiillilcy sussests.

,',r loyai royal- -

alon which he elevated to n standard never
again attained.

. With u genm'sit y uot ulwai b displayed

M...nn. outo. Mr Whll.lev elves" v...w, .... .. -

full reooan tlon to tho ability of Moll
culled, profes- -

slonally. the tfcorgo Sund. .1,, Queen;
Elizabeth of her wor'.d. "Tho most
lustrlous woman of An illustrious age,
he soys of her, and follows with a glowing
account of the career of the "Incomparable
Roaring Girl," tho toast of tho poets, tho
companion of Ben Jonson nnd his wits.
Tradition has it that Moll came into tho
world with her list doubled anil manifested
the disposition of n tomboy even in her
cradle. HUtory offers few examples of as

i. .i.i.. . i ,r j i..i
Hte of this heroine. ttof.1J now- - Km' or
reached young n , t ,,.MU(1 r lfl ,,(, f. , ,

veloped a taste for tho lusty sport of bear
baiting, in contrast to the gentlo occupa-
tion of sampler making, then tho modo for
young women. Her futher's proposal
to apprentice her to n decorous saddler
produced such a tornado of rebellion that
she was packed on board a slave ship
bound for Virginia. Escaping before tho
ship weighed anchor, she most naturally
turned for assistance and advice to friends
won during her visits to the Be,ir .Garden .

Her personality was already remarkable
enough to mako her a valuable acquisi-
tion to the gang of cut purses und pick-

pockets who found relaxation and amuse-

ment at that rendezvous. Of these two
arts, the first had been brought to inf-
ection and the second was beginning to
be practised with considerable elegance,
"Once again," says Mr. Whibley. "was
genius born into a golden age." It soon
developed, however, that Moll, while by
no means clumsy, lacked tho delicacy of
touch essential for the finest work. Her
genius lay rather in planning and strategy
than in execution. She was atwuys n
diplomatist rather than a general, wo are
told. From the seclusion of her sitting
room she directed the operations of the
men. She became first tho leader and
then the autocrat of the gang. And she
built up a remarkable, reacting system

I by which she reaped the fruits of both
war and diplomacy, Mr. Whibley de-

scribes graphically this phase of the
Industry. "She planned the robberies
which defter hands achieved," he suys,
"jnd, turning herself from cly filer to fence,
she received and changed to money all
the wutches and trinkets stolen by the
gang. Were n citizen robbed upon the
highway, ho stralghtwuy betook himself
to Moll, and his property wus presently
returned him ut a handsome prico. Her
house, In short, liecame a brokery. Hither
the blades and dicers brought their pur-
chases, and sought th ransom; hither
came tho outraged victims to buy again
the jewots and rings which thievish flngen
hud pinched. With prosperity her method
improved, until ut last her statesmanship
controlled the remotest details of the craft.
Did ono of her gang get to work over-nig- ht

and carry off a wealthy swag, she
had duo intelligence of the affair betimes
next morning, so that, furnished with an
inventory of tho booty, she might make a
just division, or be prepared for the ud- -
vent of the rightful owner. Wonderful
woman 1 Napoleon must have admired
her and Talleyrand viewed her achieve
ments frith respect. You shudder tit the
thought that had she been born In our day
she would, as Mr. Whibley suggests, have
become a "pioneer," I ave found no more
effective outtet for her energies than the
leadership of h parade.

Sentiment was too soft a thing to ap-
peal to this being, who, as the present
historian sayB, was neither man nor woman
and yet both. Adorers she had in abun-
dance, but she would tolerate neither ht--ba- nd

nor lover. Appropriately, for Moll's
genius turned Into friends those who in
tho natural course of events would have
been enemies. The suitor honored with
tho closest platonic friendship and esteem
was a certain Ralph Briscoe, clerk ol New- -

gate. They would hove made a brilliant
pair, for Mr. Whibtey admits Briscoe into
his hall ot fame for scoundrels. Small
und hollow chested, with stooping shoul-
ders and ratlike eyes, Ralph, nevertheless,
had a heart as brave as the best Crusader
that turned his face toward the Holy Land
and a brain as cunning us the cleverest
rascal in Newgate. It took a bravo man
to woo Moll nt tho time ot his meeting
with her. "The Roaring Girl was no more
young, and years hod not relincd her char-
acter unto gentleness," Mr. Whibley says.
"It was still her habit to appear publicly
in Jerkin and galllgusklns, to smoke to-
bacco in contempt of her sex (Moll claimed
tho distinction of being the first woman to
smoke the wiedand to light her enemies,
with a very fury of insolence. In stature
sh exceeded the limping clerk by a head,
and she could nick him un with on,, lwnrl
like a kitten. Ut he loved her, not for
any graeo of person, nor beauty of fea- -
turo, nor even because her temperament
was undaunted as his own. He loved her
for tliat wisest of reasons, which Is no ren-so- n

ut all, because ho loved her. In his
eyes she was tho queen, not of misrulo,
but of hearts,

It would be flattering British pride too
much to give the impression tliat ull of
Mr. Whibley'H notables wero born on the
soil of merry England. France, that land
where tho humblest artisan is an artit,
produced Louis-Domlnlq- Cartouche,
who ranks lielow Cu-sa- r mid Napoleon in
ambition but not in the genius of success,
"Whatever he would attain was his on the
Instant," says Mr. Whibley, "nor did fail-
ure interrupt his career until treachery,
of which he went in perpetual terror, in-

volved himself and his comrades In ruin."
It was Cartouche who conceived the plan
of having his assistants go into service
In the houses of the nobility, both to recon-
noitre and to avert suspicion, while he
himself prudently never slept two nights
In the eamo house. Even when his fume
was terrorizing Paris so that the King
trembled in his lied, the Incognito was so
perfectly preserved that none could de-
scribe Cartouche's personal appearance.
Treachery brought him to prison, but in
the austere surroundings ot a cell his
ready wit, his gracious and polished man-
ner, his splendid courage drew the eyes of
the world to him as his achievements had
when he was known as the "scourge of
Paris." A clever but unsuccessful

to escape added notoriety. Great
lords and ladles smiled upon him, Ills
photograph was tho most familiar object
in tho homes of the city and his prototype
appeared simultaneously on tho stage of
the Francois and the Italians. Cartouche
despised the well bred patronuge and
'viewed the comedy at tho Itullens as an
insult, A threat of the vengeance of his
followers brought this temerariousthoatrl- -
cal venture to a sudden end . Ridicule wus

consistently,

- . . u .,., saii.a.,, m, una Hti-tn- Jack, w It ih is talent fors,s,ms pi y hal fate should not hove ,m,i; Deucon llrod.e. who defln, h"MK.

rrswer wni wmiiio m ow ueorgotlurrillg- -
.ton, the monarch of pickpockcta; Sixteeu

I'eace, mat or
housebreaking, two diversions
were religion nnd violin playing. Their
hUtorlve. together with thov of manlier

'of others, are presented cleverly and nler.
tnlnlngly. Mr. Wnlbley deserves to r

I

congratulated upon his nuccessful vemur,
tho province made famous by 'Ih,im,
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FOREIGN NOTtS.

I'ioiii (.'annular mul Trtnlr itrm
An American brcukfast food in.muf.ic-fine- r

N In llawnll Itive-Mcitl- t

Plant with the view of putting on the mar.
ki t u new food product made therefrom.

7nro " tropical tilant, rrown in t.
Islands of tho Pacific, where It trir

product. The young lcnvs and Hi--

leiif stslks mi" 1t"d Ittp'-ctlxit- ,.
ptiiiicli nnd asparnBii!.

Cassava, or mamlloc, another nt itchy
tuber pn't ahnnilsntlv Im

America, might alco prove valiixli'c
for con version Into br"'rf,i-- t f"i1 .

ravn has Iniii? been sold In flaked fom
In India, nananns and plantains are uln.i
now flaked and crisped, samples of tnati
plantain flakes from the Dominican Ho.
public belnj? nmonff the exhibits nt the
bureau of inanufaetuses In Washington

Very little chewing gum 1 at priint
rotd In Chhri. ut lesst thut Is tr e
the north, None of the hnslners hnum-I- n

Tientsin carry It In stock. This In

because there nre comparatively frw
Americans In China, nnd foreltmers nf
other nationalities are not pirtlrularly
addicted to the i.irwltiar gum habit.

There are perhaps 3,000 foreigners, sx.
cludlnir soldiers. In the various eon-- .
slnns nt Tientsin. Aliout ISO of the--a- rc

Americans. The Japanese come first
In numbers and the British next ; neither
of those nationalities use chewing gum.
Whether the Chinese would take kindly
to It If It wero Introduced l.l a questlnn
that can tie solved only bv experiment.

The use of cigarettes In China Is
rapidly anionic the natives, anil

It Is possible that If the tame methodi
were ufod to Introduce chewing gum It
would have a similar success. The British-A-

Tobacco Company entertl
this field several years nRO. With

In Shanghai, It has estaMlnhed
larre houses In each of the treuty ports.

From these travelling m-- urn sent
through the cities and towns of the In-

terior, placardlni the wmIIs with huci
llliistrntrd posters printed In Chinese.
These salesmen dlsti Unite, sample, psck.
aires of clgorrtlpi: on the rIv lntc
away ninny thous.mdi as an udvrrtlf-nient- ,

and then arrange with some nstlvi)
nif-ehii- t eirv n stock of their irodf
lly thne effective nnd energetic methofli
thev huve li"li ni an enormous trarn,
which Is steadily growing.

Forestry Is n subject In which ths
ChlnrMc evince no interest, as there ars
no forests In this country. The (Trent
Plain, on which Tientsin Is located, never
had forests, being entirely of delta for-
mation, ii mi the mountainous reclotm !

the north and west were denuded ef
their forests centuries ajto. The surfacs
mill of these mountains has twen washad
away and to refoient tlteni would ts h

matter of crea" dllrlciilty. The only i.

ln..Jh.N eoniilar district Is Mr.
V. lladei of tin; Nursery. s,

who Is much Interested In tire
culture, lie raises various shade nnd or-

namental trees fiom seed, but the soil
of the Ureal 1 lulu I" alkaline and com-
paratively few varieties of trees will
flourish In It. He has had the most sue-ces-

with the ncacl.i.
A HiltMi corporation encased In iiiln-- t

i r .nel shinning has u cuiu'es.Uiii f
coal niinlnc In the K'llplng dlslrlct, nho'it
SO miles northwest of Tientsin. iTho
name of th manager may be obtaln'--
fion the Bureau of Manufactures.' Tli'
sulfite of the retllon Is broken by hllM
JO to 200 feet high, which are absolutl
bare of treef. .mil the eoiiipuny hub lo
gun the work of afforestation. It si
leudv has l.uOi'.O"' youuv tree c ow't
chiefly acarla, nnd Is preparing to entah-lls- h

u inn : for them on nn extensive
scale.

Tlieie nre no Government forestry cf
uduls, of forestry or hortlcul
turr, magazines devoted to these sub-
jects or itesoclutlons of forostrs, nur-
serymen, seedsmen, etc.. In China. At
Tslnstau, German China, afforestation hut
been successfully carried on by the Ger-
man Government.

American tourists and others travel-IIii- k

In foreign countries could accomplish
u ijn.'ut deal towutd creating a market
for American products If they would vtt
a little tact and national pride by visit-In- s

stores and shops and calling for tom
American made article.

No mei chant will carry a class of
goods for which he has no demand,
neither will there be n demand for o prod-
uct of which the public knows nothing,
If the tourist nnd others would calt fer
Ametlcnn products when purchuslns ur- -

ili li a nhioiid and not acivitt the nit'
! f,lltuu' olT"f', thm untl have v'
i '111 U oi stores mo inercnami
j oulll Mn g,,, lo lnqulre to whorf

ami how they could procure theso goodi
to carry tlu-i- In stock. The public, wouli
ulsu leai n that this new product was In
demand and on the market and would
beitln to make puichases.

I make it n rule to visit as many xtorc
ns posslhle when In foreign countries

calling for some American prod-
uct, hut seldom finding It) for two rea-
sons , one Is to see the class of goods
ciiirleil, the price charged, the modo of
dk'phty made and tho manner of telllnc
them; tho otlur Is to see If any American
Koods are handled, and If so what clan
und to what extent und the price ob-

tained.
When stationed at Buenos Ayres,

I was called upon by u lady,
who had Ix'i'ii living there but a
time, for thu uddiees of a certain slu")
History In tho United States which made
the Kind ot shoe, she had been wearlnR.
The atldiess was furnished and a pair
of shoes ordered through u merchant of
that city. In due course of tlmo tl;
lady received tho and exhibited
them to some of her friends, who In
turn, being well pleased with tho neat-
ness und other qualities, gave orders for
this shoo In tho same way. Through the
efforts of theiip ludles so many others
Hindu demands that tho merchant wniobliged to ordor by the case.

American publishers and bookbinders
generally, Issuing publications which may
bo used In tho tropics, need to give at-

tention to the matter ot employing in
their work such materials- - us will not oiny
lesist the UMial effects of a hot, dun v
climate, hut which also will wlthtdii'it
the onslaughts of various Insects ui'i
worms.

This Is of particular Importance to pu'n

llsheis of It ado cutalougues. Iltindi- -

of catalogues of American outim
houses, prepared ut Kieat expeiuo a .
bound in permanent board or cloth,
tractive In design and calculated to merit
a placet In ii trade library, are ruined hi
two or three dHys exposure In un office
Many of them In whose binding ordlmn"
glint Ih employed come apart nt, h i'suit of tho nuuipness of the cllma"'
More of them are dsniaged by the rsVHir"
of Insects, largely by cockroaches eat In
luo sizing or tciue hock in tnu rtlmi
tne ciotn or hoard binding. There

nhl. h usks the recipient to report tu tie
ibui.au the rxperUnve had with that i.ntlctihir sort of hlndlitir. Remiltii

watched und record Is kept of tits
in , .n n psrticumr variti

I'iii'l lie iiiiileiliiU At present the puWi'
thins of the huieau arc Mini ttsiird
binding m.nle fiom upprnved materl1"
mul the icsiilt Is that these ars prsi't
cully the only publlcatlona rfvslved Ini
this ps n of the world ihut nrr not 'W'l
mediately Injured by local peat.

ati Indignity which his proud spirit would uVhi'sUne PC8U ,0 b ,u'lrd'1 ,,"mr
not endure. He died wiih-- 1 For nnno time ths bureau of print
out the weakness of a confession or tluil,n" " 11,0 Government of the phllip-hvoocrls-

of Pines hns been currying on, with milla conversion, liortiuy ieulls. experiments in the are of
e have given but the briefest sketches glue und sluing of varlo'H

of a few of Mr. Whlbloy's celebritfes. the ''"iteilals for honk coverings. In w''1
in . ....... .. . Ismk Issued Ih nsertetl it nr tiled it
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most conscientious uitist
whose

a
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shoes


